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ELQQR DEBATE

current state law somehow froze us in our tracks. Well, what 
about the U n i v e r s i t y  of Ne b r a s k a  that reli e d  on the budg e t  that 
we a d op ted  last year, gave pa y  raises to f a culty? Can the 
faculty n o w  raise a reliance argument? We p a s s e d  a budget; 
there was an appropriation. W e ' v e  no w  r e d u c e d  that
appropriation. T h e y  ma y  not be able to s u s tain the faculty 
increases. In fact, t h e y 'r e ...the salary increases ... in fact, 
they're aski n g  that th o s e  be decreased. Who is e n t i t l e d  to rely 
on the statutes at any given moment, r e a l i z i n g  t hat t hey can be 
changed, and, in fact, h ave  to be c h anged du e  to the exigencies 
of the d ay? What kind of r eliance is there on all kinds of 
peop le t h a t  we will not change the statutes? A n d  are they 
legiti m a t e l y  en t i t l e d  to r ely upon the p r o p o s i t i o n  that there 
will not e ver be a change? Obviously, I t h i n k  t hat falls apart. 
The idea t hat s o m ehow this p roposal is go i n g  to c a u s e  the world 
of e co no mic  deve l o p m e n t  incentives to c ome to a h alt in the 
state of N e b r a s k a  is, I think, almost bear s ignoring. Nebraska 
is not the only state, however, that has e x p e r i e n c e d  budget 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  and it is n o t . ..

SP EAKER K R I S T E N S E N  PRESIDING

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SE NATOR WICKERSHAM: . . .the only state w h e r e  legisl a t u r e s  have
suggested t hat we look to economic d e v e l o p m e n t  incentive 
programs to find some w ay to h e l p  o u t . ..help us out of our 
fiscal problems. In Virginia, for example, th e  legislature 
there has p r o p o s e d  cuts in a p r o g r a m  that simply allows dollars 
to be gi v e n  d i r e c t l y  to companies. In M a r y l a n d  there is a 
p roposal to cut b ack on a p r o g r a m  that offers i n c e n ti ve s for 
rehab i l i t a t i o n  programs. An d  it goes on. The article, if 
you're in t e r e s t e d  in it d e t a i l i n g  those p r o p o s a l s  wa s  in The 
Wall Street J o u r n a l , M a r c h  20. Neb r a s k a  wa s  m e n t i o n e d  in that 
article and the Go v e r n o r ' s  initiative was m e n t i o n e d  in that 
article. We aren't the only state c o n s i d e r i n g  h o w  to balance 
our b u dget s and we aren ' t  the only state t r y i n g  to figure out 
ho w  to cause a pa r t i c u l a r  k i n d . ..

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Time.


